
Kayla Volker, CPO, LGI
Recreation Leader-Aquatics, City of St. Peter’s
Bachelor of Arts: Recreation Administration, Lindenwood University

My parks and recreation career began in 2008 when I started as a lifeguard 
for Midwest Pool Management. Little did I know that moment would be the 
start of my career in parks and recreation. During my time at Midwest Pool 
Management, I held many different positions including Field Supervisor and 
Lifeguard Instructor. It wasn’t until 2013 that I decided to major in recreation 
administration and make this the start of my career. In 2014, I was promoted to 
full-time District Manager for the St. Louis area and oversaw multiple facilities 
ranging from municipalities to subdivision pools, became an LGIT and taught 
lifeguard instructor courses and coordinated swim lessons throughout multiple 
cities. In 2018, I decided to make the switch to working for the City of St. Peter’s at the Rec Plex. Currently, I am 
in charge of our indoor facility which includes a 50-meter pool and two outdoor aquatic facilities. During my time 
here, I have grown a lot in my career and learn more and more every day. If there’s anything I learned while in 
aquatics, it’s that every day is like a new adventure because it’s always different and nothing is ever the same.

I will look forward to serving as Aquatic Section President for MPRA and bringing my experiences from over 
the years to share with others. I will continue to bring everyone from across the state together to build those 
connections with one another and welcome everyone into aquatics for years to come. 
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Aquatics President

Cindy Eskew, CPO
Recreational Specialist, Ferguson Parks and Recreation

My career in parks and recreation began in 2006 as a lifeguard for Ferguson 
Parks and Recreation Department. Today I am the Recreational Specialist, 
managing the front desk staff, senior programming, and the aquatic programs 
at the Ferguson Splash Water Park.  Managing front desk, my responsibilities 
include hiring, managing, scheduling, payroll, and customer service. I organize 
and implement active, entertaining and cultural senior programs to promote 
a healthy lifestyle. Some of the senior aquatic programs we offer include 
water aerobics, adult noon swim, lessons and senior pool events.  I am also 
the Parks Liaison for the popular Ferguson Swim Team Program, making sure 
aquatic facilities are ready for the upcoming season. As the Aquatic Supervisor, 
I coordinate with our pool management company to ensure the aquatic park is staffed, pre-season operations 
are complete, health permits are submitted and approved, and we are ready for opening day. I am a member 
of MPRA and the aquatics section. I was born to be in the water having spent nine years on the Ferguson Swim 
Team, four years with the McCluer Swim Team, 14 years Lifeguarding, Swim Lessons Manager, seven years 
Swim Coach, two years as Pool Manager, Supervisor Aquatics Programs and currently working toward Recreation 
Manager of Aquatics. I am thrilled to be nominated for the Aquatics Secretary/Treasurer and believe that my 
experiences are a good fit for the position. I look forward to serving and contributing to the Aquatics Section.  

Aquatics Secretary/Treasurer
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Brandon Stortz, AFO, CPO, LGI
 District Manager, Midwest Pool Management – Kansas City
Bachelor of Science, Kansas State University

My career in parks and recreation began in 2002 with the Manhattan (KS) 
Parks and Recreation Department when I was hired as a seasonal grounds 
crew member and umpire.  As I continued with MPRD, I quickly realized that 
this industry was the perfect fit for me!  My mentor in Manhattan allowed me to 
try many areas of parks and recreation and encouraged me to be a “Jack of all 
trades."  After earning my degree in park management and conservation, with 
an emphasis in recreation business from Kansas State University, I lived by 
that mantra in my career having worked in areas of aquatics, athletics, camps, 
fitness, and administration. Prior to being District Manager with the Kansas 
City division of Midwest Pool Management, I enjoyed furthering my career by working in the public sector in Troy, 
KS, Branson, MO, and Ottawa, KS. I have served on numerous local and association boards and committees 
including the National Recreation and Park Association’s Aquatic Network (Secretary), Kansas Recreation and 
Park Association (Sports Branch Chair and Conference Planning Committee), and Missouri Park and Recreation 
Association (Region 3 Membership Committee). I hold certifications as an AFO, CPO, CPI, and LGI along with 
others in the sports and administration realms.
 
I would be honored to serve as President-Elect of the MPRA Aquatics section, if elected.  I look forward to working 
with member communities in helping to foster a spirit of growth, communication, and professional networking in 
the MPRA Aquatic Section.

Aquatics President Elect


